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ONION - PACKAGE OF PRACTICES

Congratulations! You have chosen one of the finest Onion seeds from the Crystal family. Crystal has solid experience in producing high-quality Onion seeds. These seeds are the result of
lextensive research, aimed at developing high-yielding hybrid crops suitable for diverse agricultural climates. Crystal adopts the latest technologies during seed production to ensure that
farmers receive seeds of the highest quality. Crystal's Onion seeds provide excellent germination & better Vigor with tolerance to biotic & abiotic stresses.

[Kindly adopt the best farming practices to get outstanding yield. The following general recommendations are provided, so we kindly ask you to read these recommendations before making any

decisions.
(Onion Variety Maahi, Virat Maahi, Red Admire, ([ Indus, Gulabi, Indus
SPS Vega, Vega Red, Red Admire,
SPS Gulabi, SPS Red

Duration 110-120 DAS 85-90 DAS 100-110 DAS
Kharif Yes Yes Yes
Rabi Yes Yes Yes
Spring Yes Yes Yes
Source of Rainfed & Irrigated Rainfed & Irrigated  |[Rainfed & Irrigated
Irrigation (Drip, Sprinkler, (Drip, Sprinkler, (Drip, Sprinkler,

[Rainfed hose & Rainfed hose & Rainfed hose &

surface irrigation) surface irrigation) surface irrigation)

Please note according to weather conditions crop growth & maturity may be different
S. No. [Particulars/ operations/Practice Details of operation. input per acre

1 Suitability for the area. Agro climatic zone Temperature: Onion is a cool-weather crop that is hardy and tolerates some freezing. It grows best in
spring and autumn. Onion seeds germinate at soil temperatures from 4.5 to 30°C, with the optimum
being 18 to 24 °C.

2 Land / Soil (Onion does best on deep and well-drained, loose, loamy to sandy soils. Onion prefers a soil pH of 5.8 to
7.0, but can tolerate a pH of up to 7.6.

3 Season. Sowing/ planting time The sowing times differ with production areas. In winter rainfall areas, seed may be sown from August
to end of March and from end of August to middle of March in areas with cool summer.

4 Seed rate. Sowing/ planting method. Broadcasting method - 3 to 4 kg /acre, Transplanting method - 1 - 1.5kg /acre

5 [Preparation of Main field and planting The seedbed should be well prepared by ploughing 15 to 20 cm deep to break up clods. The soil should
also be as level as possible, have a good crumb structure and enough moisture, and be free of unrotted
plant material.

6 Spacing 10 to 15cm between plants in a row, with rows spaced 15 to 20 cm apart.

7 Seed treatment before sowing All seeds to be planted should be washed in running water for at least 2 hours. It is recommended that
seeds are soaked in 0.5 % 2-methoxyethylmercury chloride solution for 20 minutes. Soaked seeds are
dried for at least 6 hours at room temperature before sowing.

8 Manures and Fertilizers Nitrogen fertilizing is important and 120-160 kg/acre of limestone, ammonium nitrate or ammonium
sulphate, depending on soil analysis, are applied in 2 or 3 dressings during the growing season. About
60 kg/acre of nitrogen is usually applied at planting time and the rest when the plants are about 10 to 15
cm high. A total of 200-240 kg/acre of superphosphate and 80-120 kg/acre of potassium chloride are
applied just before sowing. Alternatively, a fertilizer mixture of 2:3:2 (22) at 400-480 kg/acre may be
applied. It should be noted that these are general recommendations and actual amounts of fertilizers
should be based on soil analysis.

9 Irrigation schedule The soil should never be allowed to become dry and it should be kept moist to a depth of 20 to 25 cm.
'The plantings should receive light water applications daily until the young seedlings come up. About 30
mm of water should be supplied per irrigation. Large fluctuations in soil moisture content will result in
poor quality roots that are malformed and have many small hairs or side roots.

11 I—‘/\Ieedi.ng/ inter-cultivation Weeds must be controlled before they can compete with onion seedlings and interfere with their growth.
All weeds between the rows must be removed by hand to avoid damaging the roots. Weed control can
also be achieved chemically by applying herbicides and instructions on the container should be
thoroughly followed.

12 Micronutrient/ growth regulator sprays Micronutrients mix spray may enhance Onion growth and yield.

13 [Pest and Disease control *Aphids: Flonicamid 50 % WG (0.5 gm/litre)

*Red spider: Spiromesifen 240 SC (1 ml/litre)

*Cercospora leaf spot: Drench with Carbendazim (1gm/litre)

*Downy mildew : Tebuconazole 50% + Trifloxystrobin 25% WG (0.5 to 1 gm per litre) or Chlorothalonil
75% WP 1.0 ml/Liter

*Scab & Damping off: Drenching with Carbendazim (1gm/litre)

[For more information to control & disease in field, please consult your local agriculture officers.

14 Harvest Crop is ready for harvest at 100-120 days after sowing, some early varieties can be harvested at 85-90
davs

15 Expected yield Yields 8-10 tons from a well managed crop under ideal conditions.

16 Storage 'To maximize their shelf life, onions should be stored in a cool, dry, well-ventilated area. The ideal
temperature is between 7-13°C

17 [Don’t Do Late transplanting, More spacing, Excess fertilizers, Over watering, Waterlogging. Storing onions in
direct sunlight, plastic bags, or in the refrigerator, as these conditions can shorten their lifespan.

18 Do's Harvest when the tops start to yellow and fall over. Allow bulbs to cure in the field for a few days before
storing. Store onions in a cool, dry, well-ventilated area.

[Note [The above information is a general advisory. For specific recommendations related to particular region, please contact your local State Agriculture Department.

|f’recauﬁons

(Crop growth and yield can be affected by various factors. Therefore, it is recommended to consult your local agricultural officer for advice. Ensure that only high-quality
fertilizers and pesticides are used. Retain the bills for the purchase of seeds, fertilizers, and pesticides.
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